


TAQO Project
"

* TAO : The University ofokyo AtacamaObservatory

* A 6.5m IR/Optical telescope

* At the highest site on the world (18500ft)

* Led by Institute of Astronomy,
University of Tokyo




Co.Chajnantor

One of the peaks at theChajnantorple
* At the northern edge of ALMA concession
* Altitude of 5640m (18500ft)
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Existing Facility miniTAO1.0m

RCCassegrairtelescope
Focalratio F/12.0
FOV3 2 &cmin

Two facility instruments
* near-infrared cameraANIR
* mid-infrared camera MAX38

Installed at the summit in 2009  J\¥ B iy pt
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Google Earth
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such zites. &t the far end of the spectrum, for the extremely shart wavelenzsths of x—rav and garmima rayv astronomy, along with

=

high—energy cosmic ravs, high altitude once again offers significant advantages, enough that many experiments at these

wavelengths have been balloon-borne or even zpace telescopes, although a number of high-altitude ground-based sites have

alzo been used. These include the Chacaltava &strophyzical Obzervatory in Bolivia, which at 5230 m (17,160 {t) was the world's

highest permanent astronamical Dbseruatory[sl from the time of its construction during the 1940z until surpassed in 2009 by

the new University of Tolyo Atacarma Observatory,

rmountaintop in Chile.

[4]

an optical-infrared telescope on a remote 5640 m (18,500 it)
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8 A Cektified asGuinness World Record

CERTIFICATE

The highest astronomical observatory
is the University of Tokyo
Atacama Observatory, located at an
altitude of 5,640 m (18,503 ft)
on the summit of Cerro Chajnantor
in a scientific reserve called
Atacama Astronomical Park, Chile.
The observatbry houses a
1m (3 ft 3.37 in) infrared telescope
called miniTAO, which saw first light
on 23 March 2009.
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Instrumentation for TAO 6.5m

* Two Instruments \

* NIR MOS spectrograph/lImager (SWIMS)
* MIR Imager/Spectrograph (MIMIZUKU)
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