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*TAO : The University of Tokyo Atacama Observatory 

 

*A 6.5m IR/Optical telescope 

 

*At the highest site on the world (18500ft) 

 

*Led by Institute of Astronomy,  
 University of Tokyo 

TAO Project 



*One of the peaks at the Chajnantor plateau 

*At the northern edge of ALMA concession 

*Altitude of 5640m (18500ft) 

*ӳ 20↓/ 30↓ 

 

Co. Chajnantor 



*Very low water vapor (PWV~0.5mm@25%tile) 

*High transmittance in the infrared 

*'ÏÏÄ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ ɉͯΡȢΩȱ ÏÐÔÉÃÁÌɊ 

*Excellent weather 
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*A pathfinder telescope 
*RC Cassegrain telescope 

*Focal ratio F/12.0 

*FOV ʒΣΡ arcmin 

*Two facility instruments 

*near-infrared camera ANIR 

*mid-infrared camera MAX38 

  Installed at the summit in 2009 

Existing Facility : miniTAO 1.0m 



 

Now Seen in Google Earth,  



 

in Wikipedia, 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_highest_astronomical_observatories 



 

ȣ ÁÎÄ Certified as Guinness World Record 



Instrumentation for TAO 6.5m 

*Two Instruments 

*NIR MOS spectrograph/Imager (SWIMS) 

*MIR Imager/Spectrograph (MIMIZUKU) 
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