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https://www.nsf.gov/funding/environmental-compliance/thirty-meter-telescope

Thirty Meter Telescope

Environmental Compliance Welcome to the official environmental review page for a potential future

| Thirty Meter Telescope NSF investment in the Thirty Meter Telescope.

UPDATES | May 30, 2025

The U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF) is providing this update to maintain transparency
and keep the community informed on the status of the environmental review for the

0 @ @ proposed Thirty Meter Telescope.NSF has decided to delay holding "National Historic
Preservation Act" Section 106 consultation meetings to allow time to assess how to align this
effort with other agency-wide activities. NSF appreciates the commitment of the consulting
parties* and will share updates concerning when the Section 106 process may resume.

Share

*Parties that have consultative roles in the Section 106 process per 36 Code of Federal Regulations
800.2 and who confirmed their interest in participating in 2024.
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Alameda/\DBMERNXHE /EN XX & &5 LLUEBERBAKRENNY T 777256/ (10813H)
(1OH9 108) . Japan Embassy DC3%¢ &

| visited Japan's state-of-the-art @SubaruTel Eng and the proposed site
for the Thirty Meter Telescope on Maunakea. Japan remains committed to
advancing space science together with Hawaii's communities. -

Ambassador Yamada
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Suite 300
I M I Pasadena, CA 91124

TMT Interational Obesrvatory, LLG
October 2, 2025

Chair John Komeiji

Mauna Kea Stewardship and
Oversight Authority Board
19 E. Kawili Street

Hilo, HI 96720

President Wendy Hensel
University of Hawai'i
2500 Campus Road
Honolulu, HI 96822

Sent via U8, mail and email
Dear Chair Komeiji and President Hensel:

We would like to express our gratitude for inviting the TMT International Observatory
(TIO) Project Manager, Dr. Fenpchuan Liu, to the Mauna Kea Stewardship and
Oversight Authority (MKSOA) Board meeting on September 11 and for giving us the
opportunity to present the current status of the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT) project. It
was an honor to directly engage with the Board members, an opportunity we have long
awaited.

Asz Dr. Liu noted during the meeting, through dialogues with more than 1,500 people, we
have listened carefully to many voices from the community regarding the possibility of
relocating to a previously disturbed site. We take these concems seriously and are
seeking ways to address them while honoring the requirements of Act 255, signed into
law by Governor Ige in July 2022, Section 2, §-6 (d)(2) of Act 255 states:

“Prioritizing  the rewse of foolprints of observalories that are scheduled for
decommissioning, or have been decommissioned, us sites for facilities or improvements
over the use of undeveloped lands for such purposes.”

At the same time, since we spent over a decade obtaining all the necessary permits for
the 13N site on Maunakea, we would like to know about how long it might take to
secure permits for a decommissioned site, such as the former Caltech Submillimeter
Observatory (CS0) site.

TWT terawtanal avraiory, LLC @ a pubiic il nen-profil oanisatien farmed Bris nenbers
Ay wcdvuncw Bnmen keavledye af mbmramy and the arigier of the waiverse through S exroutan of the
TIT Projest

%} 100 West Walnut Street

Suite 300
I M I Pasadena, CA 91124

TMT Interational Obesrvatory, LLG

Since Aet 255 itself does not provide detailed procedures, we kindly request guidance
from MKSO0A and the University of Hawai'i regarding the procedures, anticipated
timing, and likely duration, including administrative and legal processes, required for
TIO to pursue the necessary permits and lease on a decommissioned site.

We would be most grateful for your advice and support on this matter and look forward
to continuing our dialogue with you.

Sincerely,

W I s}’ Maa
Henry T. Yang

Chair, Board of Governors
Thirty Meter Telescope International Observatory

Sabl Seana&

Saku Tsuneta
Co-Chair, Board of Governors
Thirty Meter Telescope International Observatory

Ce:

Vassilis L. Syrmos
Interim Provost
University of Hawai'i at Minoa

John De Fries
Executive Director
MKS0A

TWT terawtanal avraiory, LLC @ a pubiic il nen-profil oanisatien farmed Bris nenbers
Ay wcdvuncw Bnmen keavledye af mbmramy and the arigier of the waiverse through S exroutan of the
TIT Projest
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October 24, 2025

Dr. Henry T. Yang Dr. Saku Tsuneta

Chair, Board of Directors Co-Chair, Board of Directors

Thirty Meter Telescope International Thirty Meter Telescope International
Observatory Observatory

100 West Walnut Street, Suite 300 100 West Walnut Street, Suite 300

Pasadena, California 91124 Pasadena, California 91124

Aloha Drs. Yang and Tsuneta:

We would like to formally acknowledge your commitment to addressing the Hawal'
community's request for a possible relocation to a disturbed site and to fulfilling the
requirements set forth in Act 255, SLH 2022. We further wish to express our
appreciation for TIO's ongoing efforts to understand the diverse perspectives
surrounding the construction of TMT and issues extending beyond it, as reflected in TIO
Project Manager Liu's engagement with over 1,500 community members and his
dedication to working in close partnership with community across a broad range of
topics.

The Govemnor and appropriate officials in his Administration will work with the Board of
the Mauna Kea Stewardship and Oversight Authority (MKSOA) and the University of
Hawai'i to promptly establish a clear and transparent procedure for obtaining the
necessary permits associated with a decommissioned site. This effort will involve
careful planning and coordination to define the key steps and requirements of the
permitting process, including both administrative and legal procedures, as well as an

-2-

anticipated timeline, thereby ensuring clarity, accountability, and compliance with
statutory obligations.

We look forward to working with TIO and the broader community to honor the shared
responsibility for stewardship of Maunakea and the success of this project.

Mahalo,

~ 5 3
ﬁ—\ et v

Thigu K. ino

Brian Schatz Mazie Hirono
U.S. Senator for the State of Hawai'i U.S. Senator for the State of Hawai'i
Ed Case Jill Tokuda
U.S. Representative, Hawai'i District 1 U.S. Representative, Hawai'i District 2

94 Las D,
Josh Green, M.D.

Governor, State of Hawai‘i

¢:  Wendy Hensel, President, University of Hawai'i
John Komeiji, Chairperson, Maunakea Stewardship and Oversight Authority

25



% Buxsws f 2 6
T™T NAC)J

National Astronomical
THIRTY METER TELESCOPE Observatory of Japan

FIVILY DBAR



Burxws

T™MT  S/ULNTOEEICET SANA 1R (1/2) NACJ

National Astronomical
Observatory of Japan

- TIOES/)ULNYEZRBEEMEIthE LU THED. 2017F(CHF YU 7XREYNIEATPR (IAC)EEREZE
S L. B BERR EDEREZIT DO TULD, EGFr(IIRIEEBNTH D,
« NSFOERKETERICHBWT. T/ULNYEICDWTE/\DA ERILANILTORET ZITD C Eh s Esn
TL\D,
® X8
- TIOIX6AMS7RHICHMIFIT. IAC Pillet FIEMS. S/ULNBE TOTMTESRICXT T B3 H0F U 7EEI
B« ARA HBAT - 3—0Ov /) UKEIRITHNSDZIBEDAIEE(C DWW TFEZZR Tz
- 7H16H. TIOHTEBMNANRA 441 I RX—=>3 2 FFEt> 45— (CDTI:Centro para el Desarrollo
Tecnoldgico y la Innovacion) HKVIACEEEZED I,
- 7H23BI(CTIOECDTINSDIREEZSHUT,

0 ANRAHIFMSDFEK
- 20257H23H (RiBERE)  ARAMOBE - 1 JINR—=33> - XEADDiana MorantXE(X. 7
F U7 RAEYNIBIAZIFT (IAC) TOSEICHWT, AFUFPHRESIVULYEBICTMTZERT S I=8IC,
BERESDO—EEUTODTIZEU CTRA4MEI—OZHEITDIREEREEKR. FH. IACHSTMTEHR
A& (TIO) (M UTIREENESN., TOABICDUWT., TIOFEGEES Cmma g Uz,

EZXX&(E, I\DA TOEEI ARG LBOEBESICE. TMTORSFES ICERTFED
BEERRBEUMNMIDZ EZFMHFIC. FIVULINDEEMEE(CHIET IRMZRAL TS,



™I SJULTOHEICET 3 A1 ViRE(2/2) NACS

Nt al Astro
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE vt gf p

ARA I BRITTVDIIREANS
® EERIMAF >4~ — (CDTI : Centro para el Desarrollo Tecnoldgico e Innovacién) zi&#
UCARAIRBIZE . /1 IR—=2 3> - KEEHNSHETD
« 20258HM5. &=xRK400M1—O
o TIOMENT DFATTIRANRA EANZTRILL. TN U CCDTINEHET D
o ARAERNTHERITDZENFIHRC. IRMMTE, FHIESRE (CERT I FTE. —abld AN
4 > ESNTEFARIEET. TIOESE(CHEATIEE
« CDTIFFK. &AIKEZSED> CERLIUNEITD
TIO(ZCDTIHS KUVIACEIBEABTDOHERR EhiEziT D TLVD,

o J—Ov/Ug&iRTT (EIB) MS5DED AN
- TxA1000M1—0O
« ARA2ELVTA—0OV/ DA/ \—EZBL C30FTERE
- I—0Ovw/GEEICHRIEZ55d & TRE

o TIOLDWRIFIRITIBEF > TH BT . ESLL?‘C@@/I’A?/]’/(EH_HH BRICSINT dE=Z
8. HBEITDETIC2-3F(EINMMNDIETE.



& . = . N = Buxsws 4
T™MT TIORIEE{EBDANA 255 NAS\J-’

THIRTY METER TELESCOPE Observatory of Japan

e S /)VULNE COEE CENAHAE

« OH26HI(CS/ULNYE CESNTZERGADICET DS
& DiploInnova Canarias (International science
diplomacy forum on astrophysics, space, and
innovation)(CTMTEIERAX &G (TIO) DRobert
KirshnerfsfaEEBNEGF =N, EfFEE,

o BECIE. TMTOKDIRBAEERIT CRAIfF1NDIRFE
HARDOAET EE=BEDMEEE. TMTIES/ULYEDORM
A a7z @EasfEmt & UCTRET LTS 2 & & aR A,

« BARXFBFENSFIES R/ VLY ABESEHEAIOILHE R
FIR EHlEE —EE2LENS

Astrophysics
and Space
Dossier

&

o BIF . A/ INR—>3> - KEFKRKEFZRIGHM
- TIO#IEETE(ZI22~23H. ¥YRU— RTDiana
Morant Ribollf|Z - /1 IXR—2 3> - KEAKE
(Minister of Science, Innovation and Universities) .
ARA 8t I R—=2 3 > FEE>S— (CDTI) @ |
José Moisés Martin Carreteroff % TN NEREHE

Gobierno
deCanarias
islas iguales

La Palma

Septiembre 2025

I kalabalf 1} 1

:




ational Astronomical
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

BARDTMT2 O> 1 bOiEED



™T EIRIDMES : TEDORE - T NAC)

National Astronomica |

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

o NEIRMDEEHH (COIFT=#ElR

DElEER (A)\SHEOVUTFES L) (F2020FELRE. EFEZIESD
TSz, BEFICE, 201 7FEF TRE(CHW\W TS LB IF =&
FAFECTHDIN,. cUEDMTONIZIZS. TMTROEHEM OLERZ
JCEDCLEDMEERNETH D, 2023FEMN52024FE(CHMTT
;UF - mBOIREEN EfESNI/C,

2025FE (&, EKEAEIMN T OBR (CRITZE Rz ED D FE.

o Sz I DEE(CRITIZRFE - HAF

DEIEEE. FEEKERENLRER. "NABEICHY b
n. BAECE YRy MEOINIMESND.
COITREFINMNBEECAD TV TZE. 2024
FE(GiFzEtREzEDE. (F /2L
DEFNC KD O RS )LAEE(CTENE)
2025FE(CIINITHOBNRZSZ6®. 5l=hisafF
Z R DT IE,

AT ORAE : NS> TILICKDEEMNNT & ZDRAIE



™T BB DR - BRDES

THIRTY METER TELESCOPE

IRISIX2025%12A(C
RIS TER
HARHRERZIELE L TH D,
Skt >~ — CEACHT
S NN e S

WFOSI(3202548AI(C
BASGTER1ZEE

HATH®ET U CSICE DS
HRE TS

- MODHISIX202549A(C
SedslEBEZIT ) B
ASSETEBS ([CED

First Light Instrument
First Decade Instrument

WFOS
Wide-field Optical
Spectromete

Burxws

NACJ

National Astronomical
Observatory of Japan

NFIRAOS(AO)
MODHIS

Multi-objective Diffraction-
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